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L
I ROFEEZRTOLD LV EFHAT, FRtOERMICEZ IV,

Question: Mr. President, first, let me start with a very Japan-specific question about
North Korea. Sir, at the press conference on June 26, you said that the United States
would not abandon its strong ally when it comes to resolving this abductee issue. But in
spite of this very strong statement that you made, there are still some doubts and
concerns in Japan that the United States might try to resolve this nuclear issue ( a )
the abductee issue. And Mrs. Yokota, who you met in your Oval Office two years ago,
reportedly said that she was irritated because she felt that Japan was ignored.

What exactly do you plan to do to assure Japanese government and the people that
the United States will not abandon Japan in the process of rescinding North Korea's
designation of a state sponsor of terror?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. Well, first of all, I can understand the mom's concerns. I got to
see firsthand in the Oval Office how -- her sense of anguish and hurt that her sweet
daughter had been abducted. So I understand the emotions of the issue.

Secondly, I believe that the six-party talks is the best way to effect change in the
North Korean regime -- positive change. One such change, of course, is to head toward
a common objective, which is a nuclear-free — a nuclear weapons-free Korean Peninsula,
which is in our interest and it's in Japanese interests.

(White House transcript, partially
edited)
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The support rate for Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda's Cabinet rebounded to 23
percent in June, but it was still one of the lowest ratings for a postwar Japanese leader,
an Asahi Shimbun survey found.

The government's new health insurance program, which will deduct premiums from
pensions of people aged 75 and over, is a key factor in the unpopularity of the Cabinet.
After its introduction, the Cabinet's support rate plunged to a dismal 19 percent in
May.

In the latest survey, only 30 percent of respondents had positive views on the ruling
coalition's plan to maintain the health insurance program with some revisions. The
rate was the same in May.

In addition, 49 percent of the respondents said they backed the opposition's stance of
abolishing the new health insurance system, down from 53 percent in May.

One bright spot for Fukuda was that 74 percent of the respondents welcomed his
recent proposals on comprehensive environmental measures, including a long-term
goal ( a ) greenhouse gas emissions by 60-80 percent from the current level by 2050.
Thirteen percent of the respondents said they did not.

(IHT/Asahi: June 18, 2008)
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Katsuhiro Nakamura, executive chef of the Windsor Hotel Toya, the main summit
venue, will lead a team of about 50, including chefs from around Japan.

Since last December, he has traveled around Hokkaido in search of the best
ingredients, formulating a ( a ) for the summit based on the northern island's
delicacies.

"I am a culinary representative of Japan. No matter for whom you're cooking, it's
important to cook wholeheartedly," he said.

Nakamura has also done his homework on what foods the G-8 leaders like and
dislike.

Nakamura's culinary journey began in Kagoshima Prefecture. After his father, who
owned a fishing business, went bankrupt, the family did not always have enough to eat.
The young Nakamura believed that a chef, always surrounded by food, would never
starve.

He moved to Europe in 1970, training at two-star and three-star restaurants listed in
the Michelin Guide.

Nakamura in 1979 became the first Japanese chef to win a star as the grand chef of a
Paris restaurant called Le Bourdonnais. (IHT/Asahi: July 5, 2008)
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It is in Africa that we will see the worst effects of all these problems: climate change,
commodity price rises, market collapse and conflict. Why Africa? Because poverty
makes it unable to withstand the shocks of these phenomena.

This year the world food crisis dominates the agenda. I have argued and lobbied for
more than twenty years against hunger, especially in Africa. In the 21st century it is
tragic and absurd that hundreds of millions of people still go hungry and that easily
preventable diseases still kill.

Despite rapid economic growth and rising prosperity, the majority of people in Africa
still know what it is to go hungry. Rising costs of food and fuel, which are the result of
economic success in countries emerging from poverty, are at the expense of those I call
the ultra-poor — those living on ( a ) than a dollar a day.

There are about a billion people who are ultra-poor; the food crisis could drive a
hundred million more into starvation and set Africa and others’ development back

twenty years.
(By Bob Geldof, IHT/Asahi: 7 July 2008)
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(9 7) 3o disputed & i b EHRPELTWDEEIT ENTT D,
Japan-Russia talks over the four disputed islands off eastern Hokkaido stalled under
Medvedev's predecessor, Vladimir Putin.
(Dshared @disagreed Oterritorial @border ®neglected
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One of UNESCO's mandates is to pay special attention to new global threats that
may affect the natural and cultural heritage and ensure that the ( a ) of sites and
monuments contributes to social cohesion.
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The earthquake had a magnitude of 8.0 according to State Seismological Bureau of
China. The (a) was in 80 km west/northwest of Chengdu, with its main (b ) occurring
at 2:28 pm on Monday 12 May 2008. Fifty-two major ( ¢ ), ranging in magnitude from
4.4 to 6.0, were recorded within 72 hours of the main quake.
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Japanese automakers are no ( a ) taking a back seat, in a country like South Korea
where drivers overwhelmingly favor domestic brands.
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