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I ROXEEFAT, FTrROEBEMIZEZRIV,

The crisis over North Korea's nuclear ambitions has steadily deepened since 2002
when ( a ) admitted it was restarting a nuclear development. Four months ago, North
Korea defied the international community by conducting its first underground nuclear test.

Thankfully, a major step was taken toward solving this crisis. Agreement was
reached at six—way talks in ( b ) on steps needed to achieve denuclearization of the
Korean Peninsula.

North Korea has a long history of going back on its promises to the international
community. It may be too optimistic to expect that the new agreement will be faithfully
carried out. But we nevertheless welcome this comprehensive deal, which commits the
North to dismantling its nuclear facilities. The international community has ( ¢ ) choice
( d ) to use this agreement as the starting point for efforts to achieve complete
denuclearization in North Korea.

There 1s opposition to providing aid to North Korea, which has been practicing a
dangerous act of brinkmanship diplomacy for years by using nuclear card. But a form of
compromise involving some rewards for Pyongyang's commitment to disarmament is the
only realistic way to change what has become a dangerous situation after its first nuclear
test. (IHT/Asahi; February 15,2007)
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I KROXFEZHGAT, TrROEMIIEZLIVY,

PRESIDENT BUSH: We're carrying out a new strategy in Iraq — a plan that
demands more from Iraq's elected government, and gives our forces in Iraq the
reinforcements they need to complete their mission. Our goal is a democratic Iraq that
upholds the rule of law, respects the rights of its people, provides them security, and is an

ally in the war (a ) terror.

In order to make progress toward this goal, the Iraqi government must stop the
sectarian violence in its capital. But the Iraqis are not yet ready to do this on their own. So
we're (b ) reinforcements of more than 20,000 additional soldiers and Marines to Iraq.
The vast majority will go to Baghdad, where they will help Iraqi forces to clear and secure
neighborhoods, and serve as advisers embedded in Iraqi Army units. With Iraqis in the lead,
our forces will help secure the city by chasing down the terrorists, insurgents, and the
roaming death squads. And in Anbar Province, where al Qaeda terrorists have gathered
and local forces have begun showing a willingness to fight them, we're sending an
additional 4,000 United States Marines, with orders to find the terrorists and clear them
out. We didn't drive al Qaeda out of their safe haven in Afghanistan only to let them set up
a new safe haven in a free Iraq. (President Bush, State of the Union Address, January 23,
2007)
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I KROXFEZFAT, TrROEMIIEZ LIV,

As the number of childless women and couples in Japan has increased, so has the
number of dogs, which are being coddled and doted upon in place of children, experts say. In
the last decade, the number of pet dogs in Japan has doubled to 13 million last year —
outnumbering children under 12 — according to Takashi Harada, president of Yaseisha, a
publisher of pet industry magazines. “Households with few or no children are turning to
dogs to fill the void,” he said. “For a dog to be part of the family, it has to be unique and

have character, like a person.”

Indeed, many of these buyers want dogs they can ( a ) like proud parents. They
are willing to pay top yen, with rarer dogs fetching higher prices. Coveted traits like a blue
—tinged coat are often the result of recessive genes, which can determine appearance only

when combined with another recessive gene.

Inbreeding is a quick way to bring out recessive traits, as dogs carrying the gene
are repeatedly mated with their own offspring, enhancing the trait over successive
generations. When done carefully, some types of inbreeding are safe. But in Japan, all too
many breeders throw aside caution in search of a quick profit, experts in the business say.
In these cases, for every dog born with prized colors, many more appear with defects, also

the product of recessive genes.

“The demand is intense, and ( b ),” said Hidekazu Kawanabe, one of the
country's top Chihuahua breeders. “There are a lot of bad breeders out there who see dogs
as nothing more than an industrial product to make quick money.” The government
concedes that oversight is poor, and passed a law in June to revoke the licenses of breeders
who use dogs with genetic defects for breeding. But the Environment Ministry, which has
jurisdiction over pets, says it has just four officials to monitor all of 25,000 pet shops,

kennels and breeders in Japan.

Ultimately, animal care professionals say, the solution is educating not just
breeders but potential dog owners. “If consumers didn't buy these unnatural dogs,” said
Chizuko Yamaguchi, a veterinarian at the Japan Animal Welfare Society, “breeders
wouldn't breed them.” (The New York Times; December 28, 2006)
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Defense Secretary Robert Gates said that the United States hadno ( a ) of attacking Iran
and that any U.S. military efforts against it would be confined to Iraq to disrupt the
smuggling of bomb —making materials over the border.

(93) XD (a) ICA DI bEl ki EN T,
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V RO ZHA T, FTieOBERMIZEZ RSV,

Executives of the (  a ) Minshuto (Democratic Party of Japan) said they will not endorse
acting party leader Naoto Kan as a candidate for the Tokyo gubernatorial election in April.
Incumbent Shintaro Ishihara will be seeking his third term as governor. He is backed by the
(b ) Liberal Democratic Party.
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VI ROEXZGiA T, FRROBERMIZEZLRS V),

With about 3 million people due to retire in 2007 because of reaching retirement age, Japan
will face a ( a ) of skilled workers. Realizing how serious it will be, many companies are
making every effort to fill gaps with competent staff.
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VI RO ZFHA T, FrROEMICEZ LSV,

( a ), working hard to maintain cultural and natural heritage and pass it on to future

generations, has so far designated 812 properties all over the world as World Heritage sites.
(96) XD (a) IZ A% e b B 255 AT EL T,

(OUNESCO  @UNICEF ®@UNHCR @UNDP  (®UNSC

VIl ROXLEFEZFHA T, FreDERICEZ 2SIV,

For 20 consecutive years, the average life span of Japanese women proved to be the
longest in the world, while men’s longevity surpassed that of Hong Kong to rank second in
2004, the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare announced in July. Compared with the
2003 figures, the average length of life for Japanese women rose 0.26 of a year to 85.59
years, and men’s increased 0.28 of a year to 78.64 years, the ministry’s abridged life tables
showed. The average length of life refers to life expectancy ( a ), and does not necessarily
mean that women or men at certain ages now would live until those ages.

While the figures vary from country to country depending on how data is compiled,
a brief comparison shows that the average life span of Japanese women was followed by
that of Hong Kong at 84.3 years and Switzerland at 80.0 years. With regard to men’s age,
Japan’s was sandwiched between Iceland at 78.8 and Hong Kong at 78.5 years.

The increased life span of Japanese was primarily attributable to drops in death
rates from two major causes of death, heart and brain diseases, whereas deaths from cancer,
another major cause, increased slightly. Other factors were decreases in deaths from
influenza and suicides that had grown in 2003.
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